Electronic Resources and Serials Interest Group (ERSIG) 
Minutes April 24, 2008
Attendees: Kris Mudrick - Saint Joseph’s, David Burke - Villanova, Nikki Butler -Jenkins Law, Katrina Piechmil -Jenkins Law, Debbie Holl - Widener, Audrey Donaldson - Montgomery CCC, Gina Kaiser - Univ of the Sciences, Marguerite Buck - Immaculata, Adam Balziunas - Arcadia, Marjorie Rathbone - Saint Joseph’s, Joe Tresnan - Rosemont, Milda Wallace - Holy Family, 
Janet Klaessig -Delaware Valley

The topic for the meeting was evaluation of electronic resources.  This is often done as a summer project.  Some observations about the big databases:


EBSCO only charges once per title so if it appears in more than one of the databases your institution subscribes to, duplicate charges are deducted.


The 4 year Palinet contract for ScienceDirect is coming due in August of 2009.  Some libraries are considering dropping the big package and just buying the individual titles they specifically need, based on the need to commit for an extended period. 


The Blackwell-Wiley merger is still in process and the final outcome is not yet clear.


In all database purchasing, Chris Martire of Palinet is a good contact for price negotiation.

Other issues:


EBSCO ERM  



This product has not yet been released but there are features in EBSCOnet that can assist in management of electronic databases.  Below is the information about these features, as forwarded by Tracie Burns of EBSCO.

Current Status of EBSCO ERM  (Electronic Resource Manager)

Reported by Tracie Burns EBSCO rep.  4/10/08

   Our ERM  (currently called ERM Essentials) is not yet available, and I do not have a status on it.  I imagine around ALA we will hear more.  I can say it will be affordable to the college or small university.  This will reside on the EBSCOnet portal. The ERM Essentials will be pre-populated with the management data for the content you acquire through EBSCO. We have over 100 fields, many of which we will pre-populate. If a customer has a specialized package or arrangement with a publisher, they will be able to edit the field data. You will also be able to add information for items not ordered through EBSCO

Our ERM Integration will be available to customers who already have an ERM, it will provide a means for customers to extract data (acquistions info, activation &registration, and license details) into their existing ERM.  We are working with the major ERM vendors.

  Currently here are some tools that will assist you now.  These tools are in EBSCOnet.

Summary of Publications: for customers who have subject or hegis codes on their titles, we can add these to your title level ejournal packages invoices.  This way you can evaluate cost and curriculum value of packages that contain titles for multiple departments or discipline

Ejournal Access and Registration Report  in the report section of EBSCOnet .  Provides you with Registration Details, customer or registration id, coverage information, whether or not the title needs to be registered annually, etc

License Detail Report in the report section of EBSCOnet .  Provides you with details of the publisher’s standard licenses, including ILL info, indemnification , url of the license, use for distance education etc.

Ejournal Change Report – Change in Publisher :  This report alerts you to changes in the ejournals both online only or print+online you have on order with EBSCO.  Also very useful, so that you can track the url and maintain access for your users, and keep your catalog accurate and avoid dead links.  Customers who are using the EBSCO durable url would be able to use that same url.

Metasearching



Villanova uses Metalib, St. Joseph’s uses WebFeat.  It is important to remember not to include databases that charge by the individual search in these automatically launched searches as the searches get used up regardless of whether they are actually needed.


Alumni Usage of Databases


Large institutions sometimes negotiate alumni contracts for offsite usage.  Some have written policies posted on their websites.  Consistency in implementing the stated policy is crucial.

Printing Management



Several schools assign a flat number of copies to each student per semester or year.  Numbers vary for 250 to 1000 copies.  With duplex (double-sided) printing availability it’s possible to cut down on the number of pieces of paper used, although some professors only accept papers printed on one side.


New Additions



St. Joseph’s is adding AquaBrowser to their catalog to provide visual search.



Widener has added Sports Discus and Soc Index with Full–Text.



Rosemont has added the new portion of the Gale Literature Online (CLC, TCLC, etc.) materials.


Finally, the new chair of the group, by unanimous vote, is Kris Mudrick of St. Joseph’s University.

Respectfully submitted,

Janet Klaessig
